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1[1] The Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the Trinity.  Therefore we use a personal pronoun when referring to 
Him.  The gift referred to is the gift of tongues, thus we would use an impersonal pronoun.  We have decided 
that when we refer to the combination of the Holy Spirit and the gifts, we will use the personal pronoun ‘Him’. 
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“Our position, however, does not imply that all rev elation came after this objective fashion 
[direct, “dictated” revelation].  There is an ingre dient which may properly be called ‘subjective  
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revelation’.   By this is meant the inward activity  of the Spirit upon the depths of human sub-
consciousness causing certain God-intended thoughts  to well up therefrom.”     
(Geerhardus Vos, Biblical Theology, Old and New Testaments, William B. Eeardmans 1948, Banner of 
Truth Trust 1975, p12 

�
E��� ����� ��� 	�� �
�� 	�
	 � “The belief in the joint-occurrence of objective an d subjective 
revelation is not a narrow or antiquated position; it is in reality the only broad-minded view, 
since it is willing to take into account all the fa cts.  The offence at ‘dictation’ frequently 
proceeds from an under-estimate of God and an over- estimate of man.  If God condescends to 
give us a revelation, it is for Him and not for us a priori  to determine what forms it will assume.  
What we owe to the dignity of God is that we shall receive His speech at full divine value.” 
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“From its longer continuance and duration: Charity never faileth. It is a permanent and 
perpetual grace, lasting as eternity; whereas the e xtraordinary gifts on which the 
Corinthians valued themselves were of short continu ance.  They were only to edify the 
church on earth, and that but for a time, not durin g its whole continuance in this world; 
but in heaven would be all superseded, which yet is  the very seat and element of love.  
Prophecy must fail, that is, either the prediction of things to come (which is its most 
common sense) or the interpretation of scripture by  immediate inspiration. Tongues 
will cease, that is, the miraculous power of speaki ng languages without learning them.   
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There will be but one language in heaven.  There is  no confusion of tongues in the 
region of perfect tranquillity.” 
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�	�	�%�� � ‘When the end is once attained, the means will of c ourse be abolished. 
There will be no need of tongues, and prophecy, and  inspired knowledge, in a future 
life, because then the church will be in a state of  perfection, complete both in 
knowledge and holiness .  God will be known then clearly, and in a manner by intuition, 
and as perfectly as the capacity of glorified minds  will allow; not by such transient 
glimpses, and little portions, as here.’” 
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“Since the assertion that the gifts of knowledge an d prophecy will cease might seem 
strange, Paul explains his statement: For in part w e know, and in part we prophesy; but 
when there comes the perfect, the imperfect will be  abolished.  Our knowing in this 
world is imperfect, inadequate for a complete under standing of God, of His essence, of 
His will .  There are only small parts of the eternal, heave nly truth which we understand, 
even with our enlightened Christian reason.  We hav e no comprehensive view of the 
total, of the connection of the divine thoughts and  counsels; the fullness of God's 
greatness and majesty is still hidden from us.  We know only so much of God's 
essence and will as is necessary for our salvation.   And the most enlightened and 
inspired commentators of the Bible are able to get only glimpses of the mysteries of the 
spiritual world, of the heavenly glories, through t he revelation given to us in the 
Gospel.  But this imperfect condition will cease, t he knowing and prophesying in part 
will come to an end, as soon as the perfect appears , just as the blush of dawn 
disappears when the sun rises above the horizon in full splendour.  When Christ will 
return in glory, when we shall be glorified with Hi m in heaven , then all the imperfections 
of this present knowledge will be left behind.” 
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% � “When the goal has been reached, then the 
helps in the race will be done away.”  He retains, however, the form of expression that 
he had already made use of, when he contrasts perfe ction with what is in part 
“Perfection,” says he, “when it will arrive, will p ut an end to everything that aids  
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imperfection.”  But when will that perfection come?   It begins, indeed, at death , for then 
we put off, along with the body, many infirmities; but it will not be completely 
manifested until the day of judgment , as we shall hear presently.  Hence we infer, that  
the whole of this discussion is ignorantly applied to the time that is intermediate.” 
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